
Faith Is Victory: Understanding by Faith
By faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the word of God

Hebrews 11:3 

From the beginning God’s intention for man has been for man to live by faith. The law was given to
show man the futility of trying to live an acceptable life before God on our own, by works. Through
out scripture God has called and equipped man to live by faith.

In the Old Testament we are shown what is required of man.

In Deuteronomy 10:12 -13 five conditions are given. 

And now, Israel, what does the Lord your God require of you, but to fear the Lord your God, to walk
in all His ways and love Him, to serve the Lord your God with all your heart and all your soul, and to
keep the commandments of the Lord and His statutes which I command you today for your good?

In Micah 6:8 it is reduced to three conditions. 

He has shown you, O man, what is good. And what does the Lord require of you but to do justly, to
love mercy, and to walk humbly with your God.

Ecclesiastes 12:13 brings it down to only two conditions. 

Fear God and keep His commandments, for this is man’s all. 

And in Habakkuk 2:4 there is but one condition. 

The just shall live by faith.

In the New Testament Paul quotes this Old Testament teaching — “The just shall live by faith” 
(Romans 1:17). 

God requires man to live by faith. Man is to live by faith so that he can be in relationship with God.
God requires man to live by faith, but God also enables man to live by faith. Faith is a gift from God
and without the enablement of God man would not be able to live by faith.

So what does it mean to live by faith? 

A missionary to the Masai tribe tells of sitting with an elder, talking about the challenges of belief and 
unbelief. The elder used two languages to respond — his own and Kiswahili. He pointed out that the 
word the missionaries used to convey faith was not a very satisfactory word in their language. It 
literally meant ‘to agree to’. The missionary knew the word had that shortcoming. The elder said “that 
‘to believe’ like that was similar to a white hunter shooting an animal with his gun from a great 
distance. Only his eyes and his fingers took part in the act.” They should find another word. He said 
“for a man to really believe it is like a lion going after its prey. His nose and eyes and ears pick up the 
prey. His legs give him the speed to catch it. All the power of his body is involved in the terrible death 
leap and single blow to the neck with the front paw, the blow that actually kills. And as the animal goes



down the lion envelops it in his arms (Africans refer to the front legs of an animal as its arms) pulls it 
to himself, and makes it part of himself. This is the way a lion kills. This is the way a man believes.” 

The missionary looked at the elder in silence and amazement, stunned at the different-tiation. This is 

what faith is. 1

It is the overwhelming understanding and conviction of spiritual reality, which then totally governs and
shapes the way we live. 

Faith is the assurance that God will do what He has said He will do. 

It is what gives substance to the promises of God and it is what activates the promises of God. 

Faith is walking in the light of God’s word and faith is the only response you can have to God and be
right with God.

The book of Hebrews, chapter eleven, has been referred to as the Hall of Fame of Faith. It begins by
referencing  the  elders  who  obtained  a  good  testimony  by  faith  and  then  moves  onto  what  we
understand by faith. Who are the elders? Elders are those who are old and advanced in years. These
are individuals who have lived by faith for a long time.

As we move through this chapter several things are shown to us. Truth is revealed. The basis of faith is
truth. So we must act on the truth we know. All of these truths must be understood in the context of
faith.

In Hebrews 11:1  we are told what faith  is, “Now faith is  the substance of  things  hoped for, the
evidence of things not seen.” This is not so much a definition as it is a statement. In reference to Jesus
we read, “Who being the brightness of His glory and the express image of His person, and upholding
all things by the word of His power, when He had by Himself purged our sins, sat down at the right
hand of the Majesty on high” (Hebrews 1:3). The word for ‘person’ used here is the same Greek word

used for substance in verse 1.2It’s as if scripture is sayingfaith is Jesus Christ. 

I have been crucified with Christ: it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I
now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me (Galatians
2:20). 

Faith always relates to the Person of Jesus Christ.

On several occasions I have been asked about Genesis 1:1 “In the beginning God created the heavens
and the earth”. I am asked, ‘is this fact or fiction’? To be completely honest it is a statement of faith.
That is what Hebrews 11:3 expresses when it says, “By faith they understood the world was formed.” 

Faith gives us understanding. It gives us understanding of God, of creation, and of the Kingdom of God.
Faith gives us understanding of purpose, faith gives us understanding of Jesus Christ, and faith gives us
understanding of the Holy Spirit. Faith gives understanding. 

Why is understanding so important? The Greek word for understand is “noy-eh-o.”



It  means  to  comprehend,  to  examine  with  the  mind,  to  perceive.3 The  Hebrew  word  for

understanding is “shaw-mad” and it means to hear intelligently, to listen or to obey.4 

In 1 Kings 3, Solomon was king of Israel. Some commentators suggest  he was little more than a
teenager at the time. Earlier chapters reveal he had successfully defeated a coup attempt to overthrow
his rule by his half brother Adonijah. His father was dead. And now, after he had worshipped and
offered sacrifices, we are told God came to him. God told Solomon he could ask for anything and He
would give it. 

Solomon asked for an understanding heart.

Solomon had faith to know God. Solomon had faith to worship God. He had faith to pray. He had faith
to hear God speak. Yet, Solomon asked for an understanding heart.

Hebrews 11:3 tells us that “by faith we understand.” In any type of leadership, we need understanding.
In ministering to our own families we need understanding. We need understanding in our work place
or business. We need understanding in all of life. We need to know that God is near to us and that we
are in tune to God. That is the essence of an understanding heart.

In Proverbs 4:23 we are told to “guard our hearts” or to “keep our hearts with all diligence”. We must
seek God’s guidance daily and work so as not to be distracted from a life of faith. The Bible tells us to
guard our heart and that “the heart is deceitful above all things” (Jeremiah 17:9). Because of this we
must seek an understanding heart. 

If we fail to seek an understanding heart we will end up with a divided heart and a deceived heart. 

A divided heart is a heart that is not fixed and focused on Christ. It is a heart that has allowed the
cares of the world to take priority in one’s life. A divided heart is the result of a deceived heart. The
heart is deceived when the mind has been defiled. The word defiled means to violate the sanctity of, or

to dishonor.5 When our heart is divided it’s because our mind has been overwhelmed and overcome
by the world around us. You see this evidenced in a believer’s life when they begin to have an up and
down walk with God. There is no consistency. They have trouble hearing God speak. And when a

believer has trouble hearing God speak, he is in trouble at the heart of his relationship with God. 6 

John’s Gospel tells us “My sheep know My voice” (John 10:27). When a believer’s  mind has been
defiled, there is no sense of the presence of God. There is no joy, no boldness, and no sense of awe. A
believer’s mind or conscience is defiled by harboring sin — by tolerating things in their life known to
be wrong. “If I regard iniquity in my heart the Lord will not hear me” (Psalms 66:18). “One who turns
away his ear from hearing the law, even his prayer is an abomination” (Proverbs 28:9). “He who covers
his sin will not prosper but he who confesses and forsakes them will have mercy” (Proverbs 28:13). 

When we refuse to deal with our sin, our sin acts like a hot iron searing the sensitivity of our heart to
the point  we become numb to the convicting of  God’s Word and the Holy Spirit. Unforgiveness,
bitterness, anger, not having a Christ-like Spirit — all bring about a defiled heart and conscience. “As
you did it unto one of the least of these My brethren, you did it to Me” (Matthew 25:40). Have you



done or responded to someone lately in a way inappropriate with God’s Word? Guard your heart. Just
because you can still read the Bible, pray, go to church, and even teach or preach, does not mean your
conscience has not been defiled. If you can deliberately violate or neglect God’s Word in these areas
(unforgiveness, bitterness, anger, or no Christ like spirit), and not be bothered, you are in a dangerous
place. The Pharisees went through all the religious motions as well and were highly respected. But they
worked against God’s kingdom — not for it. 

Guard your heart. 

Seek an understanding heart. 

Be very sensitive to pride and to subtle arrogance slipping in. When you speak ill or disrespectfully to
someone and then retell the incident to others, you are bragging about sin. You have already allowed
your heart and your conscience to be defiled. 

You are far from the presence of God.
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